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The issue of waste batteries

● hazardous waste.

● fire risk

●

●

●

Anything with a plug, battery, or cable should always be recycled 

Used batteries pose a 
fire risk in the waste 
stream when not 
disposed of properly. Source: Material Focus research

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/890/contents/made
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/?press-releases=over-1200-battery-fires-in-bin-lorries-and-waste-sites-across-the-uk-in-last-year
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Who are the key players?

Enforcement bodies across the UK 
●
●
●
●
●

Other agencies
●

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-product-safety-and-standards
https://www.tradingstandards.uk/
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Summary for producers

Producer responsibilities
●

●

●

Register as a producer

● 1 tonne or less

● More than 1 tonne

Additional responsibilities

●

●

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/electrical-and-electronic-equipment-eee-producer-responsibility
https://www.gov.uk/battery-waste-supplier-reponsibilities


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-and-accumulators-technical-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-and-accumulators-technical-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-producer-responsibility


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/batteries
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/batteries
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/batteries
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-producer-responsibility


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-producer-responsibility


https://npwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/PublicRegisterBatteriesSchemes.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fBatteriesPublicRegisterLinks.aspx%3fReturnUrl%3d%252fdefault.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-producer-responsibility
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Approved battery 
compliance schemes
● BatteryBack

● Recycling Lives Compliance Services Limited

● ERP UK Ltd

● REPIC

● Valpak Ltd

Source: Public register of battery compliance schemes

mailto:complianceservices@wastecare.co.uk
http://www.batteryback.org/
mailto:enquiries@recyclinglives-services.com
http://www.recyclinglives-services.com
mailto:uk@erp-recycling.org
http://www.erp-recycling.co.uk
mailto:info@ecogenesys.co.uk
http://www.ecogenesys.co.uk
mailto:info@valpak.co.uk
http://www.valpak.co.uk
https://npwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/PublicRegisterBatteriesSchemes.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fBatteriesPublicRegisterLinks.aspx%3fReturnUrl%3d%252fdefault.aspx
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1 tonne or less - register as a small producer

● 1 tonne or less
register with your 

environmental regulator as a small producer
●

●

●
●

Source: Battery producer responsibilities GOV.UK

https://npwd.environment-agency.gov.uk/Public/BatteriesHome.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-producer-responsibility
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Registering as a small producer

Business location

●
●
●

●

Type of batteries placed on the 
market

●
●
●

Amount of batteries placed on 
the market

●
●

Source: Battery producer responsibilities GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-and-accumulators-technical-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-and-accumulators-technical-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-producer-responsibility
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Waste electrical and electronic equipment 
(WEEE): batteries in products

record separately
●

●

Source: Battery producer responsibilities GOV.UK

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/3113/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/3113/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/890/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/890/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-producer-responsibility
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If you sell batteries direct to households 
in the UK…

However, if you do both, then both producer and retailer responsibilities will apply.

Producers 
manufacture or 
import batteries 
into UK.

Retailers sell 
batteries to UK 
consumers.

Consumers 
purchase batteries 
from retailer and 
later recycle them.

Retailers provide 
take-back service 
for customers’ 
recycling.

Producers finance 
responsible 
disposal of 
batteries.

responsibilities

●
●

 responsibilities
●

●

●

https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities


www.materialfocus.org.uk

If you sell or supply 32kg or more 
portable batteries a year…

free collection (‘takeback’)

Collection point

●
●

●

●

Send batteries to be recycled

●

●

One pack of 4 AA 
batteries per day 
equals about 32kg per 
year.

Source: Battery retailer and distributor responsibilities GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/waste-carrier-or-broker-registration
https://www.gov.uk/dispose-hazardous-waste
https://www.gov.uk/battery-waste-supplier-reponsibilities
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If you sell or supply less than 32kg of portable 
batteries a year…

●

●

●

●

Source: Battery retailer and distributor responsibilities GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/dispose-hazardous-waste
https://www.gov.uk/battery-waste-supplier-reponsibilities


https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
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Find out more about legislation and regulations here:

●
●
●
●
●
●

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2009/890/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/regulations-batteries-and-waste-batteries
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-and-accumulators-technical-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/waste-batteries-producer-responsibility
https://www.gov.uk/battery-waste-supplier-reponsibilities
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/batteries
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saving
valuable, critical and finite 
materials from going to waste

Insights

Investments

Inspiration
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Frequently asked questions

Q: How is Material 
Focus funded?

Q: Is Material Focus a 
regulator?

Q: Is your work across 
the UK?

Q: Who are the 
regulators in the UK?

● Environment Agency 
(England)

● Natural Resources Wales 
(Wales)

● Northern Ireland 
Environment Agency 
(Northern Ireland)

● Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency 
(Scotland)

 

 Disclaimer: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/?lang=en
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
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Explore our other industry briefings

Waste electricals: producer 
responsibilities and regulations

●

Retailer take-back: industry 
briefing for retailers

●

Vapes: briefing for producers, 
retailers and councils

●

https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/waste-electricals-producer-responsibilities-briefing-paper/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/waste-electricals-producer-responsibilities-briefing-paper/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/retailer-take-back-an-industry-briefing-for-retailers/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/retailer-take-back-an-industry-briefing-for-retailers/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/vapes-regulations-industry-briefing/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/report-and-research/vapes-regulations-industry-briefing/

