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● Despite the forthcoming national ban on the sale and supply of disposable vapes, the issue of 
e-waste on site will not immediately disappear as ǵɆ˒ʼʒ˒ƻǠɬȄӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒ӑǩʒʃˠɆʃˮȄӑˠʒӑ˄ȄɽƻɆʃӑɆʃӑ
ˮ˒Ȅӑǵˮ˄ɆʃȪӑˠȹȄӑʼȹƻ˒ȄӑʒˮˠӑʼȄ˄ɆʒǵӜӑ

● We expect thatӑ˒ʒɽȄӑӾBɆȪӑʼˮȨȨӿӑƻʃǵӑӾʼʒǵӿӑǵȄ̏ɆǩȄ˒ӑɽƻ̠ӑʃʒˠӑǠȄӑǩʒ̏Ȅ˄ȄǵӑǠ̠ӑˠȹȄӑǠƻʃӑƻʃǵӑ̔Ɇɬɬӑ
ǩʒʃˠɆʃˮȄӑˠʒӑ˄ȄɽƻɆʃӑʒʃӑˠȹȄӑɽƻ˄ɣȄˠӜӑWith 3 million big puff vapes purchased every week, these 
devices are already increasing in popularity and may fill the gap left by disposables following 
the ban.

● Whether or not you choose this year to ban vapes at your event, ɆˠӑɆ˒ӑ˒ˠɆɬɬӑɆɽʼʒ˄ˠƻʃˠӑˠʒӑ
ǩʒʃ˒ɆǵȄ˄ӑȹʒ̔ӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒ӑ̔ȹɆǩȹӑƻ˄ȄӑǩʒɬɬȄǩˠȄǵӑǠ̠ӑ˒Ȅǩˮ˄Ɇˠ̠ӑʒ˄ӑɽƻɣȄӑˠȹȄɆ˄ӑ̔ƻ̠ӑʒʃӑ˒ɆˠȄӑ̔ɆɬɬӑǠȄӑ
ȹƻʃǵɬȄǵ. 

● ©ƻ˒ˠŕȄǩȹ like power banks, cables, and headphones should also be considered as a waste issue 
and will need to be handled appropriately

ŢʼǵƻˠȄӞӑňƻɬȄӑʒȨӑ˒ɆʃȪɬȄӭˮ˒ȄӑǵɆ˒ʼʒ˒ƻǠɬȄӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒ӑˠʒӑǠȄӑǠƻʃʃȄǵӑɆʃӑeʃȪɬƻʃǵӑ
ƻʃǵӑƉƻɬȄ˒ӑȨ˄ʒɽӑˠȹȄӑҌ˒ˠӑʒȨӑÙˮʃȄӑҍҋҍҐ
24th October 2024

Source: Material Focus
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https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/
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ÄǵȄʃˠɆȨ̠ɆʃȪӑ̏ƻʼȄӑˠ̠ʼȄ˒ӑӮӑ˒ɆʃȪɬȄӭˮ˒Ȅӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒
Although vape models are constantly evolving, there are some key characteristics you can 
look out for to help identify which vapes your audience members are using.

ƃƻʼȄӑˠ̠ʼȄ A ˒ɆʃȪɬȄӑˮ˒ȄөǵɆ˒ʼʒ˒ƻǠɬȄӑ̏ƻʼȄ is a small, 
non-rechargeable electronic vaping device 
pre-filled with e-liquid (vape juice) and a built-in 
battery

Bƻʃӑ˒ˠƻˠˮ˒ Banned after June 2025

Jȹƻ˄ȪɆʃȪӑʼʒ˄ˠӣ No

ļȄ̈́ɬɬƻǠɬȄӣ No

ĴˮȨȨ˒ 300-600. Number of puffs is often written on the 
body of the vape

JʒɽɽȄʃˠ˒ Tend to be smaller in size and lighter in weight, 
with no detachable features.





ÄǵȄʃˠɆȨ̠ɆʃȪӑ̏ƻʼȄӑˠ̠ʼȄ˒ӑӮӑ˄Ȅˮ˒ƻǠɬȄӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒
Vape type A reusable vape is a vaping device designed for 

long-term use, where components like the battery 
and the body of the device can be reused multiple 
times.

Ban status Legal after June 2025 

Charging port? Yes

Refillable? Yes

Puffs Unlimited

Comments Tend to be larger in size, more robust and heavy, 
although smaller models are available. As well as a 
charging port and mechanism for refilling e-liquid, 
vapes will also have replaceable coils or cartridges 
meaning they will be made up of multiple 
components.







Communicate with your retailers
● Ensure all on site vape sellers are aware of their ɬȄȪƻɬӑʒǠɬɆȪƻˠɆʒʃӑˠʒӑʒȨȨȄ˄ӑˠƻɣȄӑǠƻǩɣӑ
● Ensure retailers selling FastTech like electric fans, power banks, air bed pumps, are aware 

of where to sign post users with broken goods

Communicate with your audience
● Use volunteer crews to ɆʃˠȄ˄ƻǩˠӑ̔ɆˠȹӑƻʃǵӑȄǵˮǩƻˠȄӑ̠ʒˮ˄ӑƻˮǵɆȄʃǩȄ
● JȹȄǩɣӑʒˮˠӑʒˮ˄ӑ˒ˮȪȪȄ˒ˠȄǵӑƻˮǵɆȄʃǩȄӑǩʒɽɽˮʃɆǩƻˠɆʒʃ˒ӑƻʼʼ˄ʒƻǩȹȄ˒ and use our toolkit

Communicate with your artists
● Offer artists ˄Ȅˮ˒ƻǠɬȄӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒ӑɆʃ˒ˠȄƻǵӑʒȨӑǵɆ˒ʼʒ˒ƻǠɬȄ˒ if requested on riders
● Encourage artists to spread the message to their audience

Gather feedback
● JʒɬɬȄǩˠӑǵƻˠƻ using post event audience surveys
● ʃƻɬ̠˒Ȅӑǵƻˠƻӑto learn what could be done better

Ɖȹƻˠӑǩƻʃӑ̠ʒˮӑǵʒӣ



¸ʒ̔ӑǩƻʃӑÄӑ˒Ȅˠӑˮʼӑ̏ƻʼȄөȄӭ̔ƻ˒ˠȄӑǠɆʃ˒ӑʒʃӑ˒ɆˠȄӣ



mailto:rowan@materialfocus.org.uk
https://forms.gle/pLBiYRmYp6JVhsE17




BɆʃӑɽʒǵȄɬӑʒʼˠɆʒʃ˒

Box cycle recycling bin C-Thru™ 15L Vape Recycling Bin



These are the recommended suppliers we are aware of:

https://uk.glasdon.com/c-thru-15-vape-recycling-bin - Vape bins Ӵ˄ȄǩʒɽɽȄʃǵȄǵӑȨʒ˄ӑȨȄ˒ˠɆ̏ƻɬ˒ӑƻʃǵӑȄ̏Ȅʃˠ˒ӵ

Soho Commercial - 240 litres and 1100 litres 

https://uk.glasdon.com/ - Nexus style bins

https://www.kingfisherdirect.co.uk/box-cycle-recycling-bin - Box cycle bins

https://totebox.co.uk/product/54l-tote-box-600-x-400-x-320h-mm-2/ - Tote boxes

BɆʃӑ˒ˮʼʼɬɆȄ˄ӑɆʃȨʒ˄ɽƻˠɆʒʃ

https://uk.glasdon.com/c-thru-15-vape-recycling-bin
https://sohocommercial.com/
https://uk.glasdon.com/
https://www.kingfisherdirect.co.uk/box-cycle-recycling-bin
https://totebox.co.uk/product/54l-tote-box-600-x-400-x-320h-mm-2/


https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/
https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/account/


Some festivals and events from our previous funding round expressed concerns around 
collecting vapes and fire safety.

● Many large events, retailers, community centres, and supermarkets, have already 
˒ˮǩǩȄ˒˒Ȩˮɬɬ̠ӑǵȄʼɬʒ̠Ȅǵӑ̏ƻʼȄӑǠɆʃ˒ӑ̔ɆˠȹʒˮˠӑɆʃǩɆǵȄʃˠӜ Case studies show that with proper 
design and management, these bins are both effective and safe.

● ňƻȨȄ˄ӑǩʒʃˠƻɆʃɽȄʃˠӞ Vape bins are designed to safely hold devices, reducing the risk of fires 
caused by damaged or short-circuited batteries.

● Ĵ˄ʒʼȄ˄ӑ˄Ȅǩ̠ǩɬɆʃȪӞ Vape bins ensure that these items are collected and sent for proper 
recycling or disposal, minimizing environmental harm.

¸Ȅƻɬˠȹӑƻʃǵӑ˒ƻȨȄˠ̠



Äӑȹƻ̏ȄӑǵȄǩɆǵȄǵӑˠʒӑǠƻʃӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒ӑƻˠӑɽ̠ӑȄ̏Ȅʃˠӑӭӑʃʒ̔ӑ̔ȹƻˠӑǵʒӑÄӑǵʒӣ

1. Let your audience know that vapes are prohibited using your website or preshow 
comms - Explain why and direct them to their nearest recycling point using our Recycle 
Your Electricals locator.

2. Brief security on the devices you have banned e.g. Is this just a ban on disposable 
devices? Check out our guidelines on identifying different vape types here.

3. Collect vapes in separate designated bins at the gate/entrance. Feedback from last 
years events was that they collected far more than expected. Make sure you have 
sufficient and safe storage (see slide 26)

4. Make sure all vapes collected go to a registered AATF (recycling scheme). This can be 
ensured by working with your waste contractor.

https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/electrical-recycling-near-me/
https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/electrical-recycling-near-me/
#


¸ʒ̔ӑǩƻʃӑ̔ƻ˒ˠȄӑǩʒʃˠ˄ƻǩˠʒ˄˒ӑȄʃ˒ˮ˄ȄӑȄӭ̔ƻ˒ˠȄӑɆ˒ӑ
ʼ˄ʒǩȄ˒˒Ȅǵӑǩʒ˄˄Ȅǩˠɬ̠ӣ



Businesses have a ɬȄȪƻɬӑ˄Ȅ˒ʼʒʃ˒ɆǠɆɬɆˠ̠ӑƻʃǵӑǵˮˠ̠ӑʒȨӑǩƻ˄Ȅ to ensure waste is ˒ˠʒ˄Ȅǵӑ˒ƻȨȄɬ̠ӑƻʃǵӑ
ǵɆ˒ʼʒ˒ȄǵӑʒȨӑƻʼʼ˄ʒʼ˄ɆƻˠȄɬ̠. 

Festivals need to ensure that their ʼʒɬɆǩ̠ӑƻʃǵӑƻǵ̏ƻʃǩȄӑɽȄ˒˒ƻȪɆʃȪ prevents or limits 
non-essential use of hazardous materials, and that they are confident waste materials are being 
dealt with legally. This means you will need to have ̔ȄɆȪȹǠ˄ɆǵȪȄӑǩȄ˄ˠɆ̈́ǩƻˠȄ˒ӑfor the materials 
removed from site on file to prove safe transfer.

Batteries and e-waste are classed as ȹƻ̮ƻ˄ǵʒˮ˒ӑ̔ƻ˒ˠȄӜӑThis means they must be kept separate 
by law and and ǩƻʃʃʒˠӑǠȄӑʼˮˠӑɆʃӑȪȄʃȄ˄ƻɬӑ̔ƻ˒ˠȄ. Work with contractors to ensure you have 
adequate and safe locations for storage of hazardous materials such as batteries and e-waste, 
including vapes.

Ɣʒˮ˄ӑ̔ƻ˒ˠȄӑȹƻʃǵɬɆʃȪӑʒǠɬɆȪƻˠɆʒʃ˒

Source: Vision 2025:Festival industry materials and waste briefing

https://www.vision2025.org.uk/festival-industry-materials-and-waste-briefing/#:~:text=In%20response%2C%20the%20Vision%3A%202025,challenge%20of%20disposing%20of%20electronic


¬ˮɆǵƻʃǩȄӑȨʒ˄ӑ̔ƻ˒ˠȄӑǩʒʃˠ˄ƻǩˠʒ˄˒
For handling e-waste, ̔Ȅӑ˒ˠ˄ʒʃȪɬ̠ӑ˄ȄǩʒɽɽȄʃǵӑˠȹƻˠӑ̠ʒˮ˄ӑ̔ƻ˒ˠȄӑǩʒʃˠ˄ƻǩˠʒ˄ӑ̔ʒ˄ɣ˒ӑ̔ɆˠȹӑƻӑĴJňӑƻʃǵӑ
ƻʃӑƻʼʼ˄ʒ̏Ȅǵӑ̏ƻʼȄӑ˄Ȅǩ̠ǩɬɆʃȪӑ˒Ȅ˄̏ɆǩȄ: Although there may be other charities or waste management 
companies offering a similar service, there is no guarantee that they will operate safely and 
environmentally responsibly. 

To dispose of the vapes you’ve collected, waste contractors can do one of the following:

○ Speak to a Producer Compliance Scheme (PCS)
■ Contact the PCS and agree arrangements and fees
■ PCS will arrange for the waste to be recycled at an Approved Authorised Treatment 

Facility (AATF).
■ You/they may be charged for collection and transportation of the waste to the AATF 

or the PCS collection point.

○ Transport the waste themselves.
■ Register as a waste carrier.
■ Follow the rules on transporting hazardous waste as ‘vapes’ are considered 

hazardous.
■ Transport and drop off the waste at an AATF or PCS collection point themselves.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee-public-registers


ʼʼ˄ʒ̏Ȅǵӑ̏ƻʼȄӑ˄Ȅǩ̠ǩɬɆʃȪӑ˒Ȅ˄̏ɆǩȄ˒ӑ
These waste management companies can organise collection and recycling of vapes at Approved Authorised 
Approved Facilities (AATFs). When processed through an approved AATF, vapes will be dismantled into parts: 
battery, casing electronics and nicotine pads which are then treated separately. ŢʼӑˠʒӑғҋךӑʒȨӑɽƻˠȄ˄Ɇƻɬ˒ӑ
̔ɆˠȹɆʃӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒ӑǩƻʃӑǠȄӑ˄Ȅǩ̠ǩɬȄǵӜӑ

BɆȨȨƻ - contact: services@biffa.co.uk

eʃ̏Ɇ˄ʒʃǩʒɽ - contact: Alison.mitchell@environcom.co.uk

¬ Ĵӑ¬˄ʒˮʼ - contact: waste@gapgroupuk.com

ļȄǩʒʃʒɽ̠ - contact: enquiries@reconomy.com

ļȄǩʒ̏Ȅ˄ - contact: info@eco-recycle.co.uk

ňƉeeeĴ - contact: recycle@sweeep.co.uk

ƃȄʒɬɆƻ - contact: https://www.veolia.co.uk/contact-us

Ɖƻ˒ˠȄӑJƻ˄Ȅ - contact: recycling@wastecare.co.uk

Ɖƻ˒ˠȄӑe̝ʼȄ˄ˠ˒ӑ- contact: info@wasteexperts.co.uk

https://www.biffa.co.uk/biffa-insights/biffa-vape-takeback-scheme
mailto:services@biffa.co.uk
https://environcom.co.uk/recycling/
mailto:Alison.mitchell@environcom.co.uk
https://gapgroupuk.com/waste-processing/electrical-waste/vape-treatment-and-recovery/
mailto:waste@gapgroupuk.com
https://www.reconomy.com/products-services/vape-recycling/
mailto:enquiries@reconomy.com
https://eco-recycle.co.uk/
mailto:info@eco-recycle.co.uk
https://www.sweeepkuusakoski.co.uk/services/
mailto:recycle@sweeep.co.uk
https://www.veolia.co.uk/services/waste-electrical-and-electronic-equipment-weee
https://www.veolia.co.uk/contact-us
https://www.wastecare.co.uk/recycling-collection/electrical-waste/
mailto:recycling@wastecare.co.uk
https://wasteexperts.co.uk/vape-recycling/
mailto:info@wasteexperts.co.uk




JʒɽɽˮʃɆǩƻˠɆʒʃ˒ӑƻʼʼ˄ʒƻǩȹȄ˒
1. J˄ȄƻˠȄӑ˒ʒǩɆƻɬӑɽȄǵɆƻӑʼʒ˒ˠ˒ӑƻʃǵӑɽƻɆɬȄ˄˒ӑusing our festival communications toolkit. It includes 

ready-to-use social media assets with suggested copy on recycling vapes, batteries and other 
posts relating to recycling at festivals. Download here.

2. Increase audience awareness of the bins available onsite using ʼʒ˒ˠȄ˄˒ӝӑ˒ˠƻȪȄӑ˒ɆǵȄӑ˒ǩ˄ȄȄʃ˒ӝӑ
Ǡƻ˄ӑ˒ɆȪʃƻȪȄӝӑƻʃǵӑ˒ɆȪʃƻȪȄӑʒʃӑ̏ƻʼȄӑ˒ˠƻɬɬ˒. You can find all of these in our Communications 
Toolkit.

3. eʃ˒ˮ˄ȄӑǠɆʃ˒ӑƻ˄ȄӑǩɬȄƻ˄ɬ̠ӑɬƻǠȄɬȄǵӑusing our brightly-coloured bin stickers (available within the 
festival Communications Toolkit)

4. Make information about vapes and e-waste available at ʒʃ˒ɆˠȄӑɆʃȨʒ˄ɽƻˠɆʒʃӑʼʒɆʃˠ˒Ӝ

5. Use ȨȄ˒ˠɆ̏ƻɬӑƻʼʼӑˠʒӑɆ˒˒ˮȄӑƻɬȄ˄ˠ˒ӑand reminders about the recycling facilities available on site.

6. Promote our industry-leading ļȄǩ̠ǩɬɆʃȪӑåʒǩƻˠʒ˄ (27,000+ drop off points) to help your 
audience easily locate their nearest electrical recycling drop-off points for vapes and other 
electricals like power banks, headphones, and electric fans once they leave the site.

https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/


With ʒ̏Ȅ˄ӑҍҒӝҋҋҋӑǵ˄ʒʼӑʒȨȨӑʼʒɆʃˠ˒, our best in class ļȄǩ̠ǩɬɆʃȪӑ
ɬʒǩƻˠʒ˄ӑprovides the most comprehensive collection of electrical 
recycling points in the UK. 

Users can find local drop off points to recycle, donate or fix their 
unwanted electricals. It’s so simple to use - simply:

1. Pop in your postcode or address 
2. Select the items and whether you’d like to recycle, donate 

or fix them
3. View your nearest drop-off point that accepts your specified 

items 

You can also add our recycling locator ̔ɆǵȪȄˠӑˠʒӑ̠ʒˮ˄ӑ̔ȄǠ˒ɆˠȄ. 
Get in touch with us to discuss coding options. 

Ċˮ˄ӑļȄǩ̠ǩɬɆʃȪӑåʒǩƻˠʒ˄ӑɽƻɣȄ˒ӑɆˠӑȄƻ˒̠ӑˠʒӑ̈́ʃǵӑɬʒǩƻɬӑǵ˄ʒʼӑʒȨȨӑʼʒɆʃˠ˒

https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/
https://www.recycleyourelectricals.org.uk/


https://www.materialfocus.org.uk/resources/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXZ1w35aF-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXZ1w35aF-I
mailto:Rowan@materialfocus.org.uk


Collecting audience data can result in key learnings for future projects and highlight successes. Think 
about collecting data within your post event audience survey on:

● ˮǵɆȄʃǩȄӑƻ̔ƻ˄ȄʃȄ˒˒ӑʒȨӑȨƻǩɆɬɆˠɆȄ˒ӑʒʃӑ˒ɆˠȄ
○ Did you notice any ̏ƻʼȄӑǠɆʃ˒ӑʒʃ˒ɆˠȄӣ
○ Did you notice any ʼʒ˒ˠȄ˄˒ӑʒʃ˒ɆˠȄ regarding vape recycling?

● ˮǵɆȄʃǩȄӑʼȄ˄ǩȄʼˠɆʒʃӑʒȨӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒ӑƻʃǵӑȄӑ̔ƻ˒ˠȄ
○ What ˠ̠ʼȄӑʒȨӑ̏ƻʼɆʃȪӑʼ˄ʒǵˮǩˠ˒ did you notice at …… festival?
○ ¸ʒ̔ӑʒȨˠȄʃ do you use vape devices?
○ ¸ʒ̔ӑǵʒӑ̠ʒˮӑǵɆ˒ʼʒ˒Ȅӑof your devices once they have been used?
○ Are you aware of ȹʒ̔ӑˠʒӑ˄Ȅǩ̠ǩɬȄӑ̠ʒˮ˄ӑ̏ƻʼȄ˒? 

● ¸ʒ̔ӑ˄Ȅǩ̠ǩɬɆʃȪӑȨƻǩɆɬɆˠɆȄ˒ӑǩƻʃӑǠȄӑɆɽʼ˄ʒ̏ȄǵӑɆʃӑȨˮˠˮ˄Ȅ
○ Ɖȹƻˠӑ̔ʒˮɬǵӑɽƻɣȄӑɆˠӑȄƻ˒ɆȄ˄/more likely for you to recycle your used vapes?
○ Did you feel that ….. festival provided adequate information about vaping policies and 

recycling measures?

JʒɬɬȄǩˠɆʃȪӑƻˮǵɆȄʃǩȄӑǵƻˠƻ



¸ʒ̔ӑǩƻʃӑʒʃ˒ɆˠȄӑ̏ƻʼȄӑ˒ȄɬɬȄ˄˒ӑǩʒɽʼɬ̠ӑ̔Ɇˠȹӑ
Ȅʃ̏Ɇ˄ʒʃɽȄʃˠƻɬӑ˄ȄȪˮɬƻˠɆʒʃ˒ӣ



ļȄˠƻɆɬȄ˄ӑ˄Ȅ˒ʼʒʃ˒ɆǠɆɬɆˠɆȄ˒ӑӭӑfor all retailers selling vapes on site

● ɬɬӑ˄ȄˠƻɆɬȄ˄˒ӑ˒ȄɬɬɆʃȪӑȄɬȄǩˠ˄Ɇǩƻɬ˒ (including vapes) need to provide a way for customers buying 
new electricals to dispose of their old electricals on a like-for-like basis 

○ Regardless of how they sell the products, whether direct or by internet, mail order or 
telephone

● You must take back items for recycling that have ˠȹȄӑ˒ƻɽȄӑȨˮʃǩˠɆʒʃӝӑ˄ȄȪƻ˄ǵɬȄ˒˒ӑʒȨӑǠ˄ƻʃǵ. Eg.
○ take back any brand of vape/ e-cig when they buy a new vape or e-cig

● You have 2 options to offer this take-back service to your customers
○ provide a free, in store recycling service 
○ set up an alternative recycling service

If you fail to comply with the waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) regulations, you ǩƻʃӑ
ǠȄӑʼ˄ʒ˒ȄǩˮˠȄǵӑƻʃǵӑȪȄˠӑƻʃӑˮʃɬɆɽɆˠȄǵӑ̈́ʃȄ from a magistrates’ court or a Crown Court. 

Source: Electrical waste: retailer and distributor responsibilities: Take back waste in store - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/set-up-an-alternative-take-back-service
https://www.gov.uk/electricalwaste-producer-supplier-responsibilities/take-back-waste-in-store


Ĵƻ˄ˠʃȄ˄ӑ̔Ɇˠȹӑˮ˒



If you would like to discuss creating personalised versions of our communications assets, applying 
for funding, or just for advice and support, please get in touch with rowan@materialfocus.org.uk to 
discuss partnership opportunities further. 

¬ȄˠӑɆʃӑˠʒˮǩȹ

mailto:rowan@materialfocus.org.uk





